
 

 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 

 David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

O God our Father, you tell us in your Word to rejoice in the Lord at all times. We confess that our joy is often stifled by the care and 

 anxieties of this life. We have allowed ourselves to be manipulated by emotion rather than overcome by your goodness. As we turn away 

 from you, we are prone to turn toward grumbling, melancholy, and cynicism. Forgive us for our delay to delight in you. Restore to us the 

 joy of our salvation. By your Holy Spirit, would you enable us to find that the joy the Lord is our strength. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 …Being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving 

 joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 

[Kids from Preschool to Kindergarten (ages 3-6) may be dismissed to Kids’  Worship.  Teachers are waiting to lead them out of the sanctuary.] 
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